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hero’s are the people who organized,  

attended protests, licked  envelopes and 

drafted legislation? 
 

These people who took on the battle 

speaking, testifying, negotiating, lobby-

ing and  filing lawsuits all  because they 

believed in a cause.  
 

A key shifts in disability public policy 

occurred in 1973 with the passage of   

Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation 

Act.  Section 504, which banned dis-

crimination based on disability by recipi-

ents of federal funds, was modeled after 

previous laws, which banned race, ethnic 

origin and sex-based discrimination by 

federal fund recipients.  We can learn a 

great deal about our 

movement, if we look 

at other fights for 

civil rights.  Two  

come to mind;  the 

people that drafted 

and signed the Decla-

ration of Independ-

ence and the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964.  

The people involved 

with these documents 

knew that there was a long drawn out 

fight to come.  Don’t we as Americans 

owe it to our forefathers to continue the 

battle?  Maybe you are getting tired and 

feel like the battle is huge and you are not 

making a difference.  Well those of us 

that work at it everyday know that when 

you write a letter or send an e-mail, pick 

up a phone or just comment to a business 

owner on accessibility, your voice means 

everything.  History proves grassroots 

efforts can and do change the world.▄ 

 
 

CELEBRATE  THE  

FUTURE BY              

GIVING THANKS 

TO THE PAST… 

Written By: Holly Peterson 
 

We have so much to be thankful for 

because of those who have walked our 

path before us and blazed new trails.  It 

is hard for me to fathom where we would 

be without those individuals who fought 

for every  benefit that we partake in today.  

The ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act)  

didn’t just happen. It took the efforts of those 

before us to make them happen.  It continues 

today, and needs to!  As programs face cuts, 

we need to speak up.  Get involved, do it for 

yourself, your loved ones, your fellow citi-

zens ...it won’t happen on its own.  The his-

tory of disability advocacy is to celebrated 

and one to become a part of.   This newslet-

ter will focus on leaders in our past and           

issues of the present and future. 
 

THE AMERICANS WITH            

DISABILITIES ACT 

A Declaration of  

Independence 

Written By:  Parrish L. Stahl 
 

Most people believe the Ameri-

cans with Disabilities Act began 

on July 26, 1990 when Presi-

dent George H.W. Bush had a 

signing ceremony at the White 

House.  It is probably more   

accurate to call that day                

momentous, but certainly not a beginning.  
 

The real beginning occurred years before 

when people with disabilities and the 

people who care about us stood up and 

said that this whole section of the 

population is being segregated and 

discriminated against and it is an 

unacceptable injustice.   
 

There are principle national lead-

ers we can point to, but the real 
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ADVOCACY 

WHEN IT 

COUNTS 

Written By: Holly Peterson 

 

When it comes to our children 

there is a statement that comes 

to mind…”don’t mess with 

momma bear!”  When I think about 

the times in my life when advocating 

for my child and others to promote 

change or when an injustice oc-

curred...it was because someone was 

messin’ with our kids and their rights 

as individuals.  One such story of a 

momma bear has come to light          

recently,  Dawn Pickett has been 

fighting the “system” and not only 

should her fight benefit her own son 

Will, but hopefully many others 

through system change. 
 

Will was diagnosed with a brain dis-

order at 4 months of age. Soon he 

would need  for a wheelchair  and a 

multitudes of additional medications 

and equipment.  Purchasing the chair  

used only their private insurance and 

albeit not “zippy”  the process did 

take place with Dawn following 

through at every turn.   
 

As with ALL of us, Will grew, prov-

ing the need for a new wheelchair. By 

this time, Will was enrolled in Chil-

dren’s Special Health Care Services 

(CSHSC); a program for children 

with chronic medical conditions that 

acts as an additional insurance to 

your private insurance or Medicaid.  

CSHCS is billed through the Medi-

caid system and therefore has the 

same guidelines as Medicaid.   

Will’s was measured for his chair 

and ordered.  The family’s private 

insurance turned it down.  So it 

went onto CSHCS. The family 

patiently awaited the arrival  

of his new chair as the head-

rest  began to press into his 

shoulder blades and Will        

had to wear his coat draped 

 

 

over the front of him as with it on, he 

wouldn’t fit into his chair.   
 

Dawn had waited long enough and          

began to call to check on things...the  

tie up  (now a YEAR AND TWO 

MONTHS later) came down to a lot of           

paperwork shuffling at CSHCS and 

Medicaid.  The chair had not even      

been approved yet!   
 

Enter Momma Bear éDawn made 

phone call after phone call and was  

advised  to contact her state rep. “I was 

quite cynical wondering what that was 

going to do for me that I wasn’t able to 

do for myself.  Less than 3 weeks after 

I contacted Mike Simpson (D-Liberty 

Township), Will’s new chair was               

approved.  Mike went straight to the 

top of U of M and the state Medicaid 

Department (which oversees CSHC) 

and lit a fire under them. In the process, 

we uncovered a huge mess within the 

Medicaid Department. CSHC blames it 

on Medicaid which totally does not 

matter to the parent of a disabled child” 

states Dawn, “to say that this is not           

acceptable is one of the worst under-

statements I’ve ever heard.  As                       

parents of special needs children, we 

are already dealing with things like 

breathing tubes, feeding tubes, seizures, 

medications and shortened life expec-

tancies.  We absolutely should not have 

to BEG for necessary medical equip-

ment, especially when we’ve paid for 

insurance to cover such items. I under-

stand that Medicare and Medicaid fraud 

is on the rise but together; somehow, 

we must come up with a process that 

meets in the middle.” 
 

CSHCS states that they are quite aware 

of this problem and has a work team 

trying to rectify the flaws of the Medi-

caid system as it pertains to our kids 

with disabilities.  I would think that the 

hot breath of “Momma Bears” continu-

ing to breath down their necks will help 

to rectify this problem.  One thing I DO 

know, waiting on the system without 

advocating won’t change things. ▄ 

 

disAbility Connections Inc. 
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THE DISABILITY 

RIGHTS &                          

INDEPENDENT                

LIVING MOVEMENT 

Blue-curb parking spaces, ac-

cessible buses, sign-language 

interpreters, ramps to buildings, 

Braille elevator 

buttons, and much 

more, were un-

known a few short 

years ago. Where 

this all came from 

is as fascinating as 

where we hope to 

be headed. 

 

Independent Living, is a phi-

losophy, a way of looking at 

disability and society, and a 

worldwide movement of people 

with disabilities who proclaim 

to work for self-determination, 

self-respect and equal opportu-

nities. As citizens in democratic 

societies, persons with disabili-

ties have the same right to par-

ticipation, to the same range of 

options, degree of freedom, 

control and self-determination 

in every day life and life pro-

jects that other citizens take for 

granted.  

California. Ed Roberts (1939-

1995) is unfailingly cited as a  

pioneer in the movement by             

persons with disabilities for                 

legally defined rights and                   

control over their own lives.  

No longer content with limited 

life opportunities, nor willing  

to be defined solely as medical 

patients, disabled people in  

several cities nationwide shared 

the willingness to challenge  

authority, discard inherited 

prejudices and effect social 

change that was the hallmark of 

the 1970s. Blue-curb parking 

spaces were to become ordinary 

s i g h t s  w i t h i n  y e a r s . 

 

Depending on the public                

services in the community,            

Centers might assist with housing 

referral and adapta-

t ion, personal            

assistance referral 

or legal aid.             

Typically, Centers 

work with local 

a n d  r e g i o n a l               

governments to 

improve infrastruc-

ture, raise aware-

ness about disability  issues               

and lobby for legislation that           

promotes equal opportunities            

and prohibits discrimination. 

 

In 1990, the passage of the 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA ) finally became a reality in 

a nation designed for equality. 

We have now come, again, to a 

new chapter in this evolution of 

living with a disability and how 

much can be done with one.  

Source: http://www.wcicil.org/

il_history.htm  ▄                                                         

                                                 

SOMEWHERE,                    

ED ROBERTS                        

IS SMILING                              

Excerpt from article in San              

Francisco Chronicle,                            

Written by Carolyn Jones: 

A one-of-a-kind regional campus 

named in honor of the pioneering 

disability rights activist won its  

final round of funding  After              

12 years of fundraising, ground 

will be broken in June for the         

Ed Roberts Area Center for Disabil-

ity Services, Policy research and 

Education. The campus will be                 

a one-stop-shop for people with    

disabilities and their families. It will 

house about a dozen nonprofits, a 

cafe, fitness center, child care cen-

ter, art gallery and other public 

amenities. 

Advocates say there will be nothing 

else like it in the world. The design 

itself sets a new standard for acces-

sibility, with a sweeping circular 

ramp visible through two-story 

glass walls, Braille maps, automatic 

doors, extra-large elevators oper-

ated by foot paddles and other crea-

tive flourishes. 

While at Cal, he started the disabled 

students' association, which later 

became the Center for Independent 

Living in Berkeley. "Ed was a           

brilliant speaker," Bates said. "He 

used to say, 'We're not handicapped 

- we're not cap in hand. We're               

disabled.' He changed the way we 

think about disabled people. He   

literally changed the world." 

There are now more than 200           

Centers for Independent Living 

across the nation. Berkeley's found-

ing center plans to be among the 

first groups to move to the Ed Rob-

erts Campus when it opens. 

One reason Roberts was so           

successful was the force of his per-

sonality and his ability to bring peo-

ple together, his supporters say. He 

joined forces with other minority 

groups to bring disability rights into 

the larger umbrella of civil rights 

issues. 

"His life was about collaborations," 

Belser said. "Actually, this whole 

project has been about collabora-

tions. We couldn't have done it oth-

erwise."▄ 

 



A SHORT HISTORY 

OF IDEA 

 

Twenty-five years ago, Congress 

enacted and President Gerald 

Ford signed the Education for All 

Handicapped Children Act, one of 

the most important civil rights 

laws ever written. The basic 

premise of this federal law, now 

known as the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA), is that all children with 

disabilities have a federally pro-

tected civil right to have available 

to them a free appropriate public 

education that meets their educa-

tion and related services needs in 

the least restrictive environment.  

Background  
In 1970, before enactment of the 

federal protections in IDEA, 

schools in America educated only 

one in five students with disabili-

ties. More than 1 million students 

were excluded from public 

schools, and another 3.5 million 

did not receive appropriate                

services.  
 

Many states had laws excluding 

certain students, including those 

who were blind, deaf or labeled 

"emotionally disturbed" or 

"mentally retarded." Almost 

200,000 school-age children with 

mental retardation or emotional 

disabilities were   institutional-

ized. The likelihood of exclusion 

was greater for children with dis-

abilities living in low-income, 

ethnic and racial    minority, or 

rural communities.  
 

In the more than two decades 

since its enactment, IDEA imple-

mentation has produced important 

improvements in the quality and 

effectiveness of the public educa-

tion received by millions of 

òThe only way to  
have a friend is  
to be one.ó 

 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

MICHIGAN  

ALLIANCE FOR 

FAMILIES 

 

Michigan Alliance for  

Families online at 

www.mighiganallianceforfamili

es.org, provides online informa-

tion, support and education to 

families of children and young 

adults with disabilities from 

birth to age 26 who are in the 

educational system.  There, you 

will: 

 

¶ Learn about ways to be                 

involved in your child’s                       

education -  at all ages and on 

all levels. 
 

¶ Locate information and 

links on disabilities, health and                 

wellness, family and financial               

resources. 
 

¶ Understand plans, laws, 

rules and regulations that affect 

children’s education – general 

and special education. 

 

¶ Discover opportunities to be                     

involved on school, district,                            

intermediate school district or 

state level committees. 

 

¶ Read about breaking news 

from the  Michigan Department            

of Education  and its offices; the 

Arc Michigan and other state-

wide organizations. 

 

¶ Find links to calendars                    

and information on learning              

opportunities sponsored by                     

Michigan Alliance for Families 

and organizations around the 

state, as well as online educa-

tional links. ▄ 
 

American children with dis-

abilities.  
 

Today almost 6 million children 

and young people with disabili-

ties ages 3 through 21 qualify 

for educational interventions 

under Part B of IDEA. Some of 

these students with disabilities 

are being educated in their 

neighborhood schools in regular 

classrooms. These children have 

a right to have support services 

and devices such as assistive 

listening systems, Braille text 

books, paraprofessional sup-

ports, curricular modifications, 

talking computers, and speech 

synthesizers made available to 

them as needed to facilitate 

their learning side-by-side with 

their non-disabled peers.  
 

Post-secondary and employ-

ment opportunities are opening 

up for increasing numbers of 

young adults with disabilities as 

they leave high school. Post-

school employment rates for 

youth served under Part B are 

twice that of older adults with 

disabilities who did not benefit 

from IDEA in school, and self-

reports indicate that the percent-

age of college freshmen with a 

disability has almost tripled 

since 1978. 
 

Source: http://www.etsu.edu/

idea/nappe/ncdreport.html ▄ 



 

JARC, Job Access Reverse 

Commute grant awarded to  

JTA to provide  transportation 

to people who are employed or 

are looking for employment 

who can’t drive and want to 

work. 
 

You can be involved too!!!   

Call disAbilty Connections            

and ask for Monica, Jim or 

Brenda to find out how you can 

help us advocate for public 

transportation!▄ 

ROLLING  RIGHT 

ALONG… 

Transportation Advocacy 

Written By: Monica Moser 
 

What does advocacy really 

mean?  Webster’s Dictionary 

defines advocacy as, “to plead    

in favor of or supporting a cause 

or proposal.”  At disAbility  

Connections we have been work-

ing on advocating for a vital, 

county-wide, public transporta-

tion system that serves the needs 

of everyone in Jackson County.  

This is no small task however!   

We started about 5 years ago 

with a Jackson Transportation 

Summit inviting community 

partners and members to discuss 

what public transportation is, 

what existed then, what we 

wanted it to look like in the          

future and how to get there.   We 

talked about public transporta-

tion being as important as police, 

fire-fighters, sewers and electric-

ity, basic services to enable Jack-

son to be a vital community. 
 

What has happened since the 

Summit?  Unfortunately, public 

transportation has been cut          

drastically for many reasons 

mostly amounting to the lack of 

understanding by people who 

pay taxes in Jackson County 

about how important public 

transportation is to economic 

development and being a vibrant 

community.  Most, if not all, 

communities in Michigan that 

are growing and redefining 

themselves have community    

supported public transportation.  

We have been able to fill in the 

some of the gaps by applying for 

grants here and there to serve 

very limited populations of peo-

ple who would otherwise be iso-

lated from employment, faith-

based activities, social gather-

ings, and shopping for basic 

necessities.  These grants are 

all temporary and essentially 

amount to a tourniquet to keep 

the blood from flowing com-

pletely out of the lives of peo-

ple who cannot drive for one 

reason or another.   
 

What can we do ? disAbility 

Connections and others in our 

community who have seen the 

impact of what the lack of 

transportation has done to indi-

vidual’s lives and systems of 

people like those who depend 

on public transportation to be 

employed, are trying to con-

tinually educate the commu-

nity about the need for public 

transportation. How are we   

involved?  
 

Jackson Transportation 

Summit, participated in 2002-

2003 
 

LTAC, the Local Transporta-

tion Advisory Committee, at-

tend quarterly meetings to ad-

vise the JTA Board about the 

needs of the people who  

use/used their services. 
 

P-TAG, the Public Transporta-

tion Advocacy Group, devel-

oped to continue to support 

getting people who need trans-

portation to Jackson County 

Commissioner’s meetings, 

JTA Board Meetings and hope-

fully Township and Village 

meetings to educate them 

about the need.  
 

Transportation Voucher 

Grant, a 3-year, $65,000 grant 

from the Michigan Develop-

mental Disability Council 

awarded to disAbility Connec-

tions to fund volunteer drivers 

to drive people who can’t go 

places they need to go. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

MILLAGE READYING                 

FOR RENEWAL 

Written By: Holly Peterson 
 

On Tuesday, May 6th the voters 

of Jackson County will be voting 

to renew the Special Education 

Millage that was approved                

in 2003.  This 0.9 mil is being 

requested for an additional five 

years through 2012.  The pro-

posal raises approximately four 

million ($4,000,000) dollars with 

the money being used to fund 

Special Education Programs and 

Services in all of the local dis-

tricts within Jackson County. 
 

Committees will be forming 

soon. As a parent of a child            

receiving special education          

services, I will be there, you 

make your own decision. We  

can all advocate in one way or 

another, send mailings, posting 

signs for support, or serving on 

one of the formal committees.  

ñIf it is to be, it is up to meò  is 

my mantra, therefore I cannot 

complain unless I took the time 

to be involved.  To join this           

effort, call Holly at disAbility 

Connections for more informa-

tion at 782-6054.▄ 

 



ADA:  

Did you Know? 

 

 

The ADA establishes                     

different requirements for  

existing facilities and new  

construction. In existing                  

facilities where retrofitting 

may be expensive, the                          

requirement to provide                     

access through barrier re-

moval is less than it is in             

new construction where              

accessibility can be incorpo-

rated in the initial stages of  

design and construction                 

without a significant increase 

in cost.  The requirement to 

remove barriers in existing 

buildings applies only to a  

private entity that owns, 

leases, leases to or  operates                  

a place of public                             

accommodation. Further,            

barriers must be removed 

 only where it is readily 

achievable to do so.  

Readily achievable means 

easily accomplishable and 

able to be  carried out  

without much difficulty                        

or expense. 

▄ 

NEW VOLUNTEER 

STAFFER HERE TO 

ADVOCATE! 

 

Meet Dennis 

Campbell, you 

can find him at             

disAbility  

Connections 

honing his            

advocacy 

skills. Letter 

writing, educating himself on 

pertinent issues and contacting 

community and state leaders is 

what Dennis does to strive to 

make a difference. We welcome 

his  upbeat personality and his 

stick-to-it attitude! ▄ 

 

HOW CAN YOU 

LEARN TO BE AN 

ADVOCATE? 

Written By; Holly Peterson 
 

Advocacy opportunities are all 

around us.  You can probably 

think of several things off the 

top of your head that mean a lot 

to you, that you would like to 

see changes in.  But you may 

ask yourself, what can I do…

how can I do it  effectively...can 

I do it on my own or is it best to 

get involved with others… how 

can I make a difference...I am 

too shy or too inexperienced to 

get up and advocate…These are 

probably questions and  state-

ments you can claim, I know I 

can! 
 

Organizations and groups such 

as TNT –Teens Networking  

Together help to train and work 

with students on self-advocacy 

skills.  
 

RICC (Regional Interagency 

Consumer Council) addresses 

housing, transportation, tran-

sition, and diversity. This 

group meets monthly, shares 

concerns, and works to ad-

vocate change. Join them the 

4th Tuesday of each month 

at 2 PM at The United Way 

Building. 
 

PAC (Parent Advisory 

Council) to  the ISD ad-

dresses local  educational 

issues for students receiving 

special education services.  

Meets at disAbility Connec-

tions every other month.  
 

LTAC  (Local Transportation 

Advisory Council) is working  

specifically on local transpor-

tation issues. Call Oliver 

Lindsay at JTA for additional 

information.   
 

LICC – Local Interagency  

Coordinating Council to Early 

On gives parents of children 

enrolled in Early On the first 

voice they may have in advo-

cacy.  For those interested,  

the SICC is the state level 

LICC and is always in need  

of parent representation.  
 

There are many places you 

may not even  expect to find 

advocacy happening. 

Churches for  example       

including  First Church of 

Christ,  First Church of         

Nazarene, Cascades 

Wesleyan, Universalist             

Unitarian, Cascade Fellow-

ship, and many others  include 

disability ministries, a great 

form of advocacy!  
 

Community Agency board           

of directors’  positions in city 

and county government would 

definitely benefit from having 

an individual with disabilities   

serving on them to keep               

disability issues in the fore-

front when doing things like 

city/county planning.  
 

Several opportunities at the 

state level exist. We can put 

you in touch with them by 

calling disAbility Connections 

at 782-6054.  
 

All of these opportunities lend 

themselves to the Center for 

Independent Living motto: 

Nothing  about us, without us!



Does Society Owe 

Anyone a Living? 

Written By:  Parrish L. Stahl 
 

How much do we all hear that          

a person or those people think 

someone owes them a living?  

There are many schools of 

thought.  Some people get frus-

trated or even angry if they see 

someone getting a government 

benefit. Maybe they feel that 

they also deserve a benefit.  

Sometimes, I wonder if society 

and even our lawmakers really 

understand what the original 

intention and idea was behind 

programs like Social Security 

Disability Income (SSDI) or 

Supplemental Security Income 

(SSI), as well as, Medicaid and 

Medicare. 
 

These programs are not in any-

way welfare.  They were set up 

as a safety net for Americans 

with disabilities and seniors pri-

marily by our longest serving 

president Franklin D. Roose-

velt, who used a wheelchair 

everyday of his presidency.            

He understood the challenges 

that go with being a person who 

lives with a disability.  Some-

times when I see him driving          

in those old newsreels, I think 

about what a groundbreaker he 

was.  He had one of the first 

cars in the world equipped with 

hand controls.  His arms must 

have been extremely strong to 

handle that big car without 

power steering and those same 

arms held him in a standing  

position at reinforced podiums 

while he made some of the most 

important speeches in history. 
 

The programs mentioned above 

are fundamentally an insurance 

policy that American workers 

and their families have.  Others 

will disagree, but I think about 

all the people like my grandpar-

ents who paid into the system 

for several decades and died 

before they collected even a 

small portion of what they paid 

in.  As an American born with a 

disability, isn’t Social Security 

and medical benefits          a 

rightful inheritance? 
 

There are numerous programs 

that allow people with disabili-

ties to work part-time and still 

maintain their benefits, but 

there are nevertheless so many 

disincentives built in.  We are 

dealing with a system that says 

go out and work towards suc-

cess, but don’t climb out of 

poverty or we’ll yank your                 

financial and medical benefits 

you need to survive.  If society 

owes us anything, it is standing 

up and saying to lawmakers to 

remember that they must give 

us a real chance to be successful 

by protecting our benefits. ▄ 
 

 

People Get Back 

What They Give 

Written By: Parrish L. Stahl 
 

Have you ever thought about 

how many excuses people have 

for not giving back to the com -       

munity?  We are too busy, too 

old, too young, too disabled, 

and too sick or maybe just feel 

that we don’t have anything to 

give. Take it from someone who 

knows, one of the quickest ways 

to feel hopeless and powerless 

is to not be giving back to soci-

ety in a meaningful way. 
 

Recently, I overheard an older 

man tell someone that he could-

n’t afford to volunteer and he 

would only work for money.               

I thought to myself, that’s a pretty 

narrow view.  That same gentle-

man needed some computer skills 

and experience using a modern 

multi-line phone system to help 

him be more marketable in our 

tough job market. The point is 

targeting the right volunteer           

opportunity could have very well 

provided him with those skills 

and helped with a new entry on 

his resume. 
 

There are a lot of ways we get 

paid when we give our time and 

talents.  Maybe the best thing we 

get in return is feeling like we 

made a difference.  For instance, 

when a teenager, with an open 

mind, visits with a World War II 

veteran both of those individuals 

get paid for that interaction.   The 

young person gets a priceless          

living history lesson of what life 

was like 65 years ago  and the 

senior gets some insight into the 

pressures of being a teenager in 

today’s world.  When you really 

think about it, aren’t most volun-

teer opportunities a win-win 

situation? 
 

As some of us work on those 

dreaded lists of New Year’s              

resolutions, think about adding  

the attainable goal of giving 

something back.  It will fit nicely 

between losing those extra 

pounds and spending more time 

with your loved ones. 
 

If you’re a person with a disabil-

ity who doesn’t drive, think about 

using a telephone to give back. 

There are a lot of organizations 

that need your voice to make re-

minder calls for scheduled meet-

ings.  Here’s an idea for a resolu-

tion: work on keeping those too 

many excuses “why you can’t,” 

down to a minimum this year. ▄ 



Jackson Rotary 75
th

              

Annual Christmas Party 

Beating the  

Winter Blues 

Written By:  Parrish L. Stahl 
 

We hear so often of people fight-

ing depression during the holiday 

season yet, it occurred to me to-

day that it is a great time of year 

to cultivate a positive attitude.  

Humans are  social beings; is it 

not a great time to practice our 

social skills? 
 

In December, the Jackson Rotary 

held its 75th annual Christmas 

party for local children with dis-

abilities.  These children came 

from special needs classrooms  

scattered throughout our 

community.  The              

Rotarians are truly  spe-

cial people.                 
 

The party included a                

wonderful lunch at the 

Cascades Manor House, 

Colours the clown, 

Christmas carols and 

gifts for all the children.  

Santa himself was gra-

cious enough to take time 

out of his busy schedule 

to join us. 
 

I was so glad I took the time to               

go dashing through the snow in             

my one-horse open wheelchair               

and proudly wear my Santa’s 

helper nametag.   
 

What a nice opportunity it is to 

spend positive meaningful time 

together at the many holiday par-

ties we  attend.  I was sitting at a 

table with a Finnish exchange stu-

dent, sponsored by our local Ro-

tary, as we said the Pledge of Al-

legiance and shared a blessing.  

What a great example of a posi-

tive America to share with some-

one from another country. 
 

Do you really want to fight the 

winter blues?  My advice is              

simply aim at spending time with 

positive joyous people.  There  

are opportunities all around us.  

Smile at people, meet new 

friends, shake hands and hug the 

people you care for.  We can           

disagree politically, philosophi-

cally, religiously as well as other 

ways, but we can all make a com-

mitment to care about each other 

and our well-being.  Oh, by the 

way, the best way to hug someone 

using a wheelchair is to approach 

from the side.  The leg rest on 

most chairs make a side approach 

more practical! ▄ 

 

Games, Crafts, Fitness, 

classes and cooking... 

why there’s more to do 

than  you  can shake a 

stick at! 

Written by: Brenda Bobon 
 

Games/Crafts Day has been 

moved to Fridays!  We did this to 

accommodate consumers using 

JTA.  Join us the first Friday of 

each month from 1 to 4 PM at 

disAbility Connections. April, 

June and September we will be 

out in the community.   

April 4th will take place at 

Art 634.  This is a wonderful 

venue housing many kinds of 

artists!  This is your chance to 

see a new kind of art and ex-

perience a place I'm sure you 

will want to visit again! 
 

Junes pottery project will take 

place at “Make it your Own” 

and we will be at Ella Sharp’s 

new community room on Sep-

tember 5th.  I am planning to 

have various artists available 

so you can experience more 

great art and talent! 
 

Lastly, after reviewing the 

sports/recreation surveys we 

received over last several 

months,  folks would like to 

take part in light physical           

recreation such as table tennis, 

shuffle board and the like,  

additionally  suggestions for 

health related classes from 

cooking for  special diets to 

stress relief will begin at the           

Salvation Army building on 

Pearl Street. These will be 

held the 2nd Friday of each 

month.  Scheduled dates are 

April 11, May 9, June 13, July 

18 (3rd Friday), August 8, and 

September 12.  If it is well 

attended and continues to be 

of interest to folks we will 

schedule for the rest of 2008. 

These events are for you!  

Please call me at 782-6054 

ext. 444 with ideas or if you 

want to help plan.  We need to 

find a source of equipment so 

let me know of any ideas you 

might have.▄ 



SNOW PLOW            

CAN BLOW                  

ACCESSIBILITY 

Written By:  Parrish L. Stahl 
 

Most Americans probably              

believe that the Americans 

with Disabilities Act, signed 

into law by former president 

H.W. Bush on July 26, 1990 

was and is a noble piece of 

civil rights law.  The problem 

is that like the Declaration of 

Independence, drafting a 

document and getting it 

signed is only the beginning.  

Without continued work, dili-

gence and awareness by the 

American people it is all just 

words. 
 

America, for people with dis-

abilities, is vastly more acces-

sible than it was two decades 

ago.  We can take advantage 

of accessing goods and ser-

vices like shopping, movie 

theaters, sporting events, pub-

lic transportation and the list 

goes on, but the work is by no 

means completed.  All of us 

that have a passion and desire 

for a fair and just society have 

a responsibility to keep work-

ing on accessibility issues. 
 

Living in a northern climate 

puts increased pressure on 

businesses, government enti-

ties and others concerned with 

accessibility. For instance, 

Jackson is fortunate to have 

many relatively new and in 

good repair curb cuts, but the 

snow we have been dealing 

with locally has rendered sev-

eral of these curb cuts unus-

able.  Plowing a parking lot or 

street is not the entire answer 

to accessibility; in fact, it is 

quite often a huge part of the 

problem.  The snowplow             

frequently blocks curb cuts 

and even people responsible 

for shoveling and salting do 

not notice    buried curb cuts. 
 

The vast majority of people in 

this community want to do the 

right thing.  One of the great-

est things you can do as                     

a friend to people with                    

disabilities is to let businesses 

and others know if you see a 

barrier.  Just like any civil 

rights movement, the real 

change comes when people 

outside of the movement care 

about giving people the access 

they deserve. ▄ 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

VOUCHER                 

PROJECT 

CHANGES LIVES 

 Written By:  Parrish L. Stahl 
 

For the past year, Jeanie Cole 

has been visiting her old 

friends and family in the 

neighborhood she grew up       

in, going to movies, out to 

dinner, shopping, and errands 

as well as making it to ap-

pointments  of all kinds.   This 

may all sound unremarkable 

for an  active senior, but the 

Community in Motion Trans-

portation Voucher project for 

Jackson County is what 

makes much  of her active 

lifestyle possible. This pro-

gram, which reimburses vol-

unteer drivers mileage for 

providing transportation pri-

marily for seniors and people 

with disabilities, is made pos-

sible through a grant from the 

Michigan Developmental  

Disability Council and is             

administered by disAbility      

Connections.  Because of the 

Transportation Summit held  in 

Jackson in September 2004, and 

the identified need for transit-

dependent riders to have more 

flexible and affordable transpor-

tation options; Jackson is one of 

five communities identified for 

this pilot project. 
 

According to Ms. Cole, “The 

voucher program has been a 

godsend.  It is a lifesaver. I no 

longer drive because I have             

severe arthritis and other                 

disabilities as well as the high 

cost of maintaining a vehicle.  

As a person on a fixed income, I 

have to make tough choices.  

Even the price of bus tickets can 

be too high for someone in my 

situation.  This program has 

made my life so much more en-

joyable.” 
 

Jim Cyphers of disAbility             

Connections says, “This pro-

gram has been a huge success.  

The project is at capacity and 

we now have a waiting list.  We 

are looking for funding sources 

because the program is sched-

uled to end on September 1, 

2008.  If that happens, many of 

people’s lives will be changed 

in a negative way.” 
 

Can you imagine not being able 

to be part of the community by 

participating in recreational, 

family and/or social opportuni-

ties?  If you care about someone 

who does not drive, let lawmak-

ers and potential funders know 

that affordable transportation 

should always be a priority.  

Without transportation, segrega-

tion and isolation are still reali-

ties in our community.  In the 

United States of America, in 

2008, that is unacceptable.▄ 



Wheelchair lift with 

shell for car top $200 

Contact Dennis at  

841-9005 

 

Slightly Used 

Invacare Scooter - $800 

( obo, folds down - red) 

Call Shirley 531-3869 

 

Inside Lift for mini -van 

$1500 

Motorized Standing 

Wheelchair $12,000 

Call Denise 784-6824 

 

Semiïelec. Hospital Bed,  

16ò  lightweight  

Wheelchair, 

Walker, Raised Toilet 

Seat with Arms 

Call Sharon for pricing 

517-287-5866 
 

3 - C Pap Machines  

w/ hoses and case 

Good condition 

Call Brent for pricing  

788-6192  

FOR  

SALE 

If you would like to reach over 

3200 people, place a $10 ad in 

our quarterly newsletter for 

equipment or service by calling 

782-6054 

FLEA MARKET /  

ANTIQUE SHOW 

TO BENEFIT   

VISUALLY                   

IMPAIRED 

 

March 7th  (11A-7P) and 8th 

(10A-5P) mark the days for 

this event to be held at the 

Jackson County Fairgrounds. 

Proceeds from the sale/show 

will go to “For Their Eyes 

Only” and used toward the 

cost of equipment for people 

who are blind or with visual 

impairments.  Admission is $2 

and children under 12 enter 

free.  For more information on 

this event or the program, call 

(517) 784-7750.  

 

WILL MY TV            

STILL WORK? 

 

At midnight on February 17, 

2009, all full-power television 

stations in the United States 

will stop broadcasting in ana-

log and switch to 100% digital 

broadcasting.  Digital broad-

casting promises a clearer  

picture and more program-

ming options and will free up 

airwaves for use by emer-

gency responders. Funds are 

available to prepare your cur-

rent television ($40 for those 

that use antennas) through 

w w w . d t v 2 0 0 9 . g o v /

ApplyCoupon.aspx  

For additional information, 

log onto www.dtv2009gov/ 

 

 

HOLY REAMS OF 

PAPER, BATMAN! 

 

Bob Corder...you are our 

hero! The third delivery of 

paper for office use came this 

week from Bob Corder.  So 

far he has saved our agency 

over $ 800!   
 

We are now in need of a 

Printer Ink Superhero!  Oh 

Captain Jackson…? 
 

Speaking of Superheroes, we 

have many at disAbility           

Connections. Most recently 

are the many volunteers from  

Rotary and our Board of Di-

rectors who painted our               

offices last month.  

 

Additional superheroes arrive 

daily to volunteer staff the 

front desk, answering phones, 

helping with the loan closet, 

keeping up the database, bill-

ing, taking care of office re-

sponsibilities, refurbishing 

computers for the donor pro-

gram...well the list goes on!  

 

If you have a desire to make a 

difference, we still have capes 

available! Contact Dodie at 

782-6054. 



disAbility  

Connections  
Staff  & Extensions  

              

Monica Moser  -222 
Executive Director 

 

Jo Ann Lucas  - 225 
Associate Director  

 

Brenda Bobon - 444 
Independent Living  Counselor  

 

Dodie Botsford ï240 
Administrative Assistant 

& Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Carole Briggs  - 242 
Respite Coordinator 

 

Jo Corder - 228 
Tech Coordinator 

 

Jim Cyphers - 224  
Independent Living  Specialist 

 

Ed Fillmore - 236 
Resource Coordinator 

 

Bobbie Graham  - 227 
Bookkeeper 

 

Angie Jahr - 243 
Intern 

 

Don Keith   - 232 
 Maintenance 

 

Holly Peterson  - 223 
PERC Coordinator 

 

Parrish  Stahl  - 239 
P/R, Community Outreach 

 

Carmon Yeloushan -231  
Long Term Care           

 Coordinator 
 

Thanks to our  

Weekly 

Building Volunteers 

Herb Botsford 

Dennis Campbell 

Alice DeVries 

Chuck Dillon 

Barb Hatler 

     Deborah Johnson 

 Jerry Miller    

Mildred Page  

 PC USERS Club 

               Pat  Shipley 

               Mike Shipley 

             Jerry Walmsley 

          ...your name here!  

Menopause in  

Women with Spinal            

Cord Injury:  

a Pilot Study of                 

Elevated Health Risks 

 

We are looking for individuals  

to be a part of a controlled study               

to assist in understanding how 

menopause is experienced in  

women who have spinal cord                    

injuries.  It will include 2-3 hour 

sessions at U of M. Participants           

can earn up to $50 plus travel                   

expenses and receive results from  

all testing.  Recruiting both women 

and men with spinal cord injuries 

and non-disabled women.  

 

IF you are: 

¶ A woman or man with               

injury level between C6 and T12 

¶ Use a wheelchair and are not               

ambulating 

¶ It has been at least 2 years since 

your injury 

¶ Injury occurred after you were 

18 years of age 

¶ You are non-smoker 

¶ You have no internal               

fixation devise 

 

Women without Injury: 

¶ You are currently taking                    

hormone replacement 

¶ You have had your final period              

within the last 5 years 

 

For more information,  

Contact Mary Burton M.S.  

(734) 936-9334  

menopausesci@med.umich.edu ▄ 
 

BUDGETING CLASS 

 

Free budgeting classes can 

jumpstart your fiscal                

responsibility!  Join us at 

disAbility Connections            

as we discuss and provide 

materials on:   

¶ Setting up a Budget 

¶ Building an                    

Emergency Fund 

¶ Symptoms of                   

Budget Trouble 

¶ Avoiding Predatory 

Lenders 

¶  Other Pitfalls 
 

Class dates are  

Friday, May 16th 

OR Friday, August 15th 

From 1-4 PM 

Please reserve 2 weeks                 

in advance by calling 

Brenda at 782-6054▄ 

 

 

WALGREENS - 

Modeling Accessible  

Employment 

Written By: Holly Peterson 
 

I was recently emailed a “You 

Tubeò link about a Walgreens 

distribution center in South 

Carolina. This is a óreal work 

for real payô environment. 

 

I was thrilled with the vision 

and the real accessibility of this               

project. It is worth viewing at:    

http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=B2akb4v2cUQ 

Makes me want to shop at  

Walgreens and support their 

line of thinking!▄ 



Home to 

PERC  &  

The Tech Center  

disAbility Connections is 

A Center for Independent Living  

and a member of  

The DISABILITY NETWORK Michigan 

MULTIPLE NEWSLETTERS?  HELP US PLEASE!  

  

    Are you receiving multiple  

copies of the newsletter?  

Would you prefer to receive  

 it via E-Mail?   

 Please give us a call!  

 We are TRYING to rectify this                                      

database situation, so 

 please call us at 782-6054.    

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 


